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Pleasanton man
killed in Bourbon
County rollover
By BARBARA PROFFITT
Linn County News Reporter
barbara@linncountynews.net

BOURBON COUNTY, Kan.
– A Pleasanton man was
killed and another injured in
a car wreck that occurred just
south of the Bourbon County
line in the early hours of
Sunday, Dec. 14.
21-year-old Matthew D.
Croan was killed when the
1999 Dodge Dakota pickup he
was driving northbound on
215th Street near the junction
of Yellowstone Road exited
the roadway and entered the
east ditch. Authorities say the
vehicle rolled several times
and Croan was ejected along
with his passenger, Michael
D. Braim, Jr., age 24.
Croan was pronounced
dead at the scene and Braim

Linn County News - Jackie Taylor

Despite a cold, blustery day and 20 to 40 mph gusts, the Pleasanton Christmas parade went on as planned. The First
Baptist Church float was one of several that lined up to tout their message. The church reminded onlookers that Jesus is
the reason for the season.

Attorney says no to Sabine
recusal request
Page now asked
to recuse self
from airstrip CUP
By JACKIE TAYLOR

Linn County News
jackie @linncountynews.net

MOUND CITY – As
discussion became heated
during the public comment
period both from the
audience and from questions

posed by commissionerelect
Vicki
Leonard,
Counselor Gary Thompson
asked for 10 minutes legal
executive session with the
commissioners. (See related
story - Industrial park, land
values on airstrip addressed)
Following that session,
Thompson took the lead and
explained to all present that
the purpose of the meeting
was to continue discussion
on the CUP and zoning
issues dealing with using the

proposed piece of property
– not rezoning the property.
To the commissioners
Thompson stated, “You
serve not as advocates for or
against the CUP; rather you
function as a quasi-judicial
board. You look at evidence
for and against and decide
which evidence carries the
most weight.”
Thompson continued that
the commissioners must
decide if it is the appropriate
use of 158 acres for an airstrip

City moves forward with cleanup
effort at trailer park

By BARBARA PROFFITT
Linn County News Reporter
barbara@linncountynews.net

PLEASANTON
–
The
Pleasanton City Council
learned on Monday, Dec.

15, that Codes Enforcement
ofﬁcers had gone forward
with notices of violations at
the Mine Creek Meadows
trailer park.
GMG Properties, the

Wind damage

Linn County News - Jackie Taylor

Trees felt the blast of 40 mph gusts last Saturday as a
winter storm blew in. Two vehicles at Eddie Martin’s home
in Pleasanton were crushed under the weight of a tree that
was uprooted when winds proved too much to keep the tree
upright.
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company that owns the
trailer park, was sent nine
separate notices of violation
by certiﬁed/return receipt
mail.
In recent months the city,
in an effort to get the trailer
park up to code, had offered
the owners an opportunity to
set a schedule for repairs and
removals.
The city received a schedule
but GMG has not met the
self-imposed deadlines they
gave the city and work at the
park has come to a halt.
The notices give GMG
ten days to bring all nine
violations into compliance
with city codes. If compliance
is not met the city will issue
citations and a court date will
be set.

The Linn County
News will be closed
Dec. 25 & 26, and
Jan. 1 & 2 in observance of Christmas
and New Year’s.

Linn County News subscriptions make great Christmas
gifts for those hard to shop
for friends.

was transported to Overland
Park Regional Medical Center
for treatment of injuries.
Services for Croan are
planned for 2 p.m. on
Thursday, Dec. 18, at the
Coffel Schneider Chapel in
Pleasanton.

JayhawkLinn student
hospitalized for
illness
By DENISE CASSELLS

and should the application be
granted as well, plus, decide
if the location is appropriate.
The
attorney
then
reiterated
that
Golden
Factors were used to guide
the Planning and Zoning
board to a decision that the
airstrip was an appropriate
use of the proposed land.
Thompson stressed that the
Golden Factors are guides
and the commissioners are
not limited to those ﬁndings.
Recuse cont’d on Pg. A3

Matthew D. Croan

Linn County News Reporter
cdcass@embarqmail.com

MOUND CITY - JayhawkLinn went into action
last week after a student
reportedly contracted viral
meningitis.
Antibiotics
do not work against viral
meningitis, as was the case
for one 15 year-old who had
been exposed to strep throat.
The family tried several
pain relievers and suspected
their child had strep throat
and
began
antibiotic
treatment. The student’s
mother reported that her
child had “Developed a
severe headache, which
progressively got worse. The
child began vomiting, and
complained of severe neck

pain and a shooting pain
down the back. “
The family took the
child to Miami County
Hospital
early
Sunday
afternoon where the child
was placed on intravenous
antibiotics. The child did
not improve, therefore the
doctor performed a spinal
tap once meningitis was
suspected, and the child was
then taken off antibiotics
and given intravenous pain
medication.
Viral meningitis (an aseptic
illness) is relatively common,
rarely serious and can be
caused by any number of
different viruses especially
during ﬂu season. It can be
spread by person-to-person
contact, yet almost all cases
Sick cont’d on Pg. A3

1st Annual La Cygne Homes Tour

Linn County News – Judy Kinder

The first Christmas Homes Tour, sponsored by the Friends of the La Cygne Library, took
place on Sunday afternoon. Nearly 150 patrons traveled throughout the community,
viewing the homes that were decked out for the holiday season. Librarian Janet Reynolds
commented that although there were only six homes involved in this year’s tour; she had
heard from several who are already planning on being a part of the event next year and
making this a continued tradition for the Christmas season. Pictured here is Janell Aust as
she visits with some of the patrons who she welcomed in to her home during the tour. See
more pictures on Pg. B8.
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OBITUARIES / RELIGION

Amanda Gail Shadden

Coleen Denise Shadden

05/06/1997 to 12/10/2008

Linn County News
Published Dec. 17, 2008

Amanda Gail Shadden, age
11, Nevada, Mo., passed away
on Wednesday, Dec. 10, 2008,
along with her sister Coleen,
as the result of a house ﬁre.
She was born on May 6, 1997,
in Nevada, Mo., to Ronnie Lee
Shadden and Cheryl Denise
Edmunds.
Amanda was a 6th grade
student at Nevada Middle
School. She was active on the
volleyball team, basketball
team and band choir. Amanda
was an honor student and had
not missed a school day for
the past four years.
Survivors
include
her
parents, Cheryl and Darren
Dennison of the home; Ronnie
and Elizabeth Shadden, Arma,
Kan.; one sister, Kadessa
Shadden, of the home; one
brother, Braxton Madden, of
the home; stepbrothers and
stepsisters, Lauren Dennison,

Trevor Dennison, Ronnie
Shadden,
and
Quentin
Shadden;
grandparents,
Ronald and Thelma Estes,
Nevada, Mo., and Jim and
Vickie Dennison, Nevada,
Mo., numerous aunts, uncles,
cousins and many friends.
She was preceded in death by
her grandparents Harry and
Coleen Shadden.
Funeral services were
held Monday, December 15,
2008, at Ferry Funeral Home,
Nevada, Mo., with Rev. Bill
Platt ofﬁciating. Interment
followed in Moore Cemetery,
Nevada, Mo.
Those who wish may
contribute to the family in
care of Metz Bank or Ferry
Funeral Home, Nevada, Mo.
Those who wish may
view the obituary and
send condolences to the
family online at www.
ferryfuneralhome.com.

10/31/2003 to 12/10/2008

Linn County News
Published Dec. 17, 2008

Coleen Denise Shadden,
age 5, Nevada, Mo., passed
away on Wednesday, Dec.
10, 2008, along with her sister
Amanda as the result of a
house fire. She was born on
Oct. 31, 2003, in Nevada, Mo.,
to Ronnie Lee Shadden and
Cheryl Denise Edmunds.
Coleen was a 2 nd year peer
model at Cedar Ridge School,
Nevada. She participated
in soccer and was an avid
swimmer and she was a 2nd
year student in Jennifer and
Lauri’s Pre-School.
Survivors include her
parents, Cheryl and Darren
Dennison, of the home; Ronnie
and Elizabeth Shadden, Arma,
Kan.; one sister, Kadessa
Shadden, of the home; one
brother, Braxton Shadden, of
the home; stepbrothers and
stepsisters, Lauren Dennison,
Trevor Dennison, Ronnie

Shadden,
and
Quentin
Shadden;
grandparents,
Ronald and Thelma Estes,
Nevada, Mo., and Jim and
Vickie Dennison, Nevada,
Mo., numerous aunts, uncles,
cousins, including her best
friend and cousin, Ashlynd
Taylor, and many friends.
She was preceded in death by
her grandparents Harry and
Coleen Shadden.
Funeral services were held
Monday, Dec. 15, 2008, at Ferry
Funeral Home, Nevada, Mo.,
with Rev. Bill Platt ofﬁciating.
Interment followed in Moore
Cemetery, Nevada, Mo.
Those who wish may
contribute to the family in care
of Metz Bank or Ferry Funeral
Home, Nevada, Mo.
Those who wish to
may view the obituary
and send condolences to
the family online at www.
ferryfuneralhome.com

www.linncountynews.net

Matthew Donald Croan
04-25-1987 to 12-14-2008

Linn County News
Published Dec. 17, 2008

Matthew Donald Croan, 21,
of Pleasanton, died Sunday,
Dec. 14, 2008 as the result of
an automobile accident. He
was born April 25, 1987 in
Kansas City, Kan., the son of
Brent and Rebecca Johnson
Croan.
Matthew was a graduate of
Jayhawk-Linn High School,
Mound City, Kansas and
worked at Cookee’s Drive-In
in Pleasanton.
He is survived by his father,
Brent Croan of Olathe, Kan.;
his mother, Rebecca Grant
and Doug of Olathe, Kan.; one
daughter, Karleigh Jaeger; two
brothers, Deric and Austin
Croan; two sisters, Ashley
and Haley Grant; maternal
grandparents, Linda Semlor

and Ed and Jack Johnson and
Joann; paternal grandparents,
Lewis and Emma Croan and
maternal great grandparents,
Mildred Tyner and Jack
Johnson Sr.
Services will be held at
2 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 18,
2008 at the Coffel-Schneider
Chapel, Pleasanton. Visitation
will be from 6:30 - 8 p.m.,
Wednesday at the Chapel.
Contributions are suggested to
the Matthew Croan Memorial
Fund c/o the funeral home.
Interment will be in the Curry
Cemetery,
Mound
City,
Kansas. Online condolences
may be left for the family at
www.coffelschneider.com.
Arrangements:
CoffelSchneider Funeral Home,
Pleasanton.

Manuel Reece
12-15-1928 to 12-14-2008

Xzandria Ann Marie Gibbs
Linn County News
Published Dec. 17, 2008

11/01/2008 to 12/8/2008

Xzandria Ann Marie Gibbs,
ﬁve-week-old daughter of
Dennis Gibbs and Ashley
Maus, died unexpectedly
Monday, Dec. 8 at the Mercy
Health Center Emergency
Room.
Xzandria was born Nov. 1,
2008 at Fort Scott, Kan.
In addition to her parents,
she is survived by a brother,
Dennis Chancellor Dean Gibbs
and a sister, Emily Dawn
Maus.
Also surviving are paternal
grandparents, Dennis and Lora

Gibbs of Devon, Kan.; maternal
grandmother,
Virginia
DeTong, Fort Scott, Kan.;
paternal great-grandparents,
Angie Dilley of Mound City,
Kan., and Judy Guiterez,
Kansas City, Mo.; maternal
Great-grandparents, Florence
and Randy Rector, Fort Scott,
Kan.; as well as several aunts,
uncles and cousins.
Graveside services were
held Saturday, Dec. 13, at the
Walnut Grove Cemetery near
Mound City, Kan., under
the direction of Cheney Witt
Chapel, Fort Scott, Kan.

The true meaning of
Christmas
Submitted by

Missionary RICK JONES
This verse of Scripture
deﬁnes the true meaning of
Christmas. “For the Son of
man is come to seek and to
save that which is lost” (Luke
19:10)
Sadly our religious world
places more emphasis on
praise and worship, tongues
of Babel, and physical
healing than to instill the
will of the heavenly Father
for ”mankind” (including
woman which came out of
man) to repent. A lost soul
dying in sin needs a spiritual
healing.
Christmas day celebrates
the miraculous way Jesus was
born. But more importantly,
the Bible says, Jesus came to
pay the cost, AND to seek and
save (rescue) the lost.
Traditionally December is
the month to remember the

virgin birth of Christ. Many
churches honor Him with a
live presentation based on
His miraculous birth as told
in the Gospels. Mary, the
mother of our Lord, wrapped
her Bethlehem babe (not manmade) in swaddling clothes
(poor folks wrapping paper)
and placed Him in a feeding
trough. Luke, the gospel writer
tells us, “And there were in
the same country shepherds
abiding in the ﬁeld, keeping
watch over their ﬂock by
night.” Looking up into skies
they saw a spectacular sight,
a multitude of the heavenly
host praising God, and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace, good will
toward men.”
Then the shepherds (with
haste) go into the city and
see the newborn, face to
face, wrapped warmly in a
manger.

Dennis Doyle Weeks
Linn County News
Published Dec. 17, 2008

05-13-1953 to 12-14-2008

Dennis Doyle Weeks, age
55, of La Cygne, died Sunday,
Dec. 14, 2008 at the Miami
County Medical Center. He
was born on May 13, 1953
at Kansas City, Mo., the
son of Doyle and Dorothy
Bloodgood Weeks.
He was a Navy Veteran
serving during the Vietnam
War.
He married Ede Howard
on Jan. 24, 1987. He was most
recently employed in the
produce department at WalMart. He had also worked as
a lawn mower mechanic, as a
ﬁreﬁghter, truck driver and in
the construction industry.
He is survived by his wife,
Ede Howard of the home;

four sons, Doyle Weeks,
Clayton Norcross, Charles
Howard, and James Weeks;
six daughters, Katie Weeks,
Marie Myers, Melissa Weeks,
Jenifer Weeks, Kimberly
Howard, and Teresa Howard;
and eight grandchildren.
Funeral service will be held
7 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 17,
2008 at the Coffel-Schneider
Chapel in La Cygne. Visitation
will be held from 6 - 7 p.m.,
prior to the service. The
family suggests contributions
to Children’s Mercy Hospital
c/o Coffel-Schneider, P.O.
Box 304, La Cygne, Ks.
66040. On line condolences
for the family can be left
at
www.coffelschneider.
com. Arrangements: CoffelSchneider, La Cygne.

Pumpkin, Pecan, Fruit & Cream
Need Christmas
gifts for your
mother or new
grandbaby?
Check out
our gift corner.

Large and Small Tea Rings
Made From Scratch
By Your Hometown Bakery!!

Banana Nut and
Pumpkin Breads

Manuel Reece, 79, of
Pleasanton, died Sunday Dec.
14, 2008 at Overland Park,
Kan. He was born Dec. 15,
1928 in Sallisaw, Okla., the
son of Olan and Okla Wells
Reece.
Prior to his retirement, he
worked as a heavy equipment
operator and was a member
of the Operating Engineers
Local #101.
He married Elizabeth
Carey on Oct. 28, 1990.
He was preceded in death
by his parents.
Survivors include his wife,
Elizabeth of the home; one
step-son, Ron Weems and Lisa
of Bakersﬁeld, Calif.; two step
daughters, Sue Coureton and
Norman of Overland Park,
Kan., and Mary Stanbrough
and Kevin of Mound City; a

half brother, Charles Martin
of Rogers, Ark.; seven
grandchildren, Brianna and
Brittany Weems, Jennifer
McGinnis, Angela McElwain,
Brandon McGinnis, Jacob
and Garrett Stanbrough; and
six great grandchildren. Also
surviving is his beloved dog,
Mandee.
As per his wishes, Mr. Reece
willed his body to science.
A memorial service will be
held at 6:30 p.m., Thursday at
the Coffel-Schneider Chapel,
Pleasanton. A visitation will
follow the service until 8 p.m.
Memorial
contributions
are suggested to the Hospice
of Kansas.
Online condolences may
be left for the family at www.
coffelschneider.com.
Arrangements:
CoffelSchneider Funeral Home,
Pleasanton.

Richard L. “Rich” Clark
There is today a clear
& present danger (Oliver
Wendell Holmes Jr. quote) the
Apostle Paul in writing to the
Romans says “For the wages
of sin is death; but the gift of
God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord”
(Romans 6:23). “Eternal life”
is the ultimate Christmas gift
(not found wrapped under
the Christmas tree) for Jesus
himself died to share His
inheritance within you and
me.
“And he shewed me a pure
river of water of life, clear
as crystal, proceeding out
of the throne of God and of
the Lamb” (Revelation 22:1).
Everlasting life proceeds from
God’s throne. It will make the
new man (inner being) sing
“Hosannas” as Moses (Ex 15)
Deborah (Jud 5) Zacharias
(Luke 1:68, 69) the Angels
(Luke 2:13) and Simon (Luke

2:29).
The Holy Spirit is the
third eternal member of
the Godhead bodily. It
exempliﬁes “living water”
as Jesus asked the Samaritan
woman “If thou knewest the
gift of God, and who it is
that saith to thee, Give me to
drink; thou wouldest have
asked of him, and he would
have given thee living water.”
The Holy Spirit expresses in
us life more abundantly “He
that believeth on me, (as the
scripture hath said), out of his
belly shall ﬂow rivers of living
water.” Out of the belly (inner
man) of my soul ﬂows the gift
of God which is eternal life.
The ﬁnest and brightest
gift I found on Christmas
day was not piled around the
Christmas tree - it was God’s
special gift to me “eternal life
through (his Son) Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Please Order Now
Merry
For Christmas
Christmas To All! Open Dec. 23, 6 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Pies Available
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Open Dec. 24, 6 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Here’s a Great Git Idea...

Cheesecakes
Raspberry Cream Cheese Braid

Dinner
Rolls
White or Wheat

Can’t decide on a git...
How about a Git Certiicate?

We will be closed Dec. 25 through Dec. 29
REOPEN Tuesday, December 30
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12-21-1945 to 12-15-2008

Richard L. “Rich” Clark, 62,
rural St. Paul, died Monday,
Dec. 15, 2008 at his home.
He had been in failing health
the past two and a half years
from brain cancer. He was
born Dec. 21, 1945 in Linn
County to Oliver F. and Mary
Jane (Sharp) Clark. He lived
mostly in Pleasanton and
attended schools in Mound
City, including Mound City
High School.
In 1962, he moved to
Kansas City, where he met
his wife, the former Marlene
Duling. They were married
Nov. 19, 1966 at St. Francis
Catholic Church in St. Paul.
In his early adult years, he
worked as an installer and
ﬁnisher of hardwood ﬂoors
and then did painting and
desco painting. From 1968 to
1974, he owned and operated
the C. and D. Body Shop in
Merriam, Kan.
In August of 1974, the
Clark’s moved to St. Paul
where he owned and operated
Clark’s Welding and Body
Shop on U.S. 59 highway.
He also farmed during these
years with his father-in-law,
Tom Duling. In 1977, he sold
the shop and opened Clark’s
Backhoe and Dozer Service.
In 1993, he began working
in highway construction as
a superintendent for RFB
Construction Co., Inc. of
Pittsburg.
He was a member of the

St. Francis Catholic Church
of St. Paul, the Knights of
Columbus and the American
Legion of St. Paul
Survivors include his wife,
Marlene Clark, of the home;
one son, Rick T. Clark and his
wife, Carolyn of Chanute; one
daughter, Debbie Beachner
and her husband, Rick,
Pittsburg; six grandchildren;
two great grandchildren;
two brothers, Bud Clark
and his wife, Carol, Mound
City, Vic Clark and his wife,
Jo, Mound City; two sisters,
Betty Avery and her husband,
Sam, Yakima, Wash., Darlene
Youngblood and her husband,
Larry, Fair Play, Mo.
Preceding him in death
were his parents; two half
brothers and three half
sisters.
Funeral mass will be at
10:30 a.m., Friday, Dec. 19 at
the St. Francis Catholic Church
in St. Paul, with Fr. Theodore
Khin ofﬁciating. Burial will be
in the St. Francis Cemetery.
The Rosary will be recited
at the church at 7 p.m.,
Thursday, Dec. 18. Friends
may call at the Carson-Wall
Funeral Home in St. Paul from
9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Thursday,
when the casket will be moved
to the church. The family will
receive friends following the
rosary.
Memorials are suggested to
the St. Francis Church. They
may be left at or sent to the
Carson-Wall Funeral Home,
Box .942, Parsons, KS 67357.

Grief is the darkness of a broken life.
Grief crushes like a deadly avalanche.
Grief is a stormy sea that throws the heart
into the depth of pain, the center of despair.
But we are given tender remedies:
Remembrance of a golden joy embraced,
Rich feeling left from moments in the sun.
If we but reach for these:
they wait beyond the dark to give us hope,
to let us live again, to let us celebrate
the children gone from earth, yet always here,
eternal light of memory and love.
—Sascha

