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Check it out

Mound City Library
update
Submitted by

SKIP CHILDRESS
The Mound City Library
held their annual Christmas
open house early in
December to coincide with
the first anniversary in their
new facility. A wide choice
of refreshments was served
buffet style with seating
available for all. Several
musical groups and individuals entertained all day.
The celebration was well
attended. Library director
Lena Dick and her staff were
pleased to give any newcomer to the community a
tour of the year-old facility.

Patrons who use the facility
repeatedly often comment
on the ambiance of the facility saying they never feel
rushed no matter how long
they choose to linger. The
south wall of windows and
the high ceilings of white
were designed to give the
library a bright and cheerful
atmosphere while the book
shelving is arranged for the
utmost efficiency. All areas
from the children room to
every category of books
is well marked making it
easy for a patron to find the
book, DVD or video of their
choice.
The library serves close

By WENDY MORLAN
Librarian

to 2,000 patrons each month.
Phone calls asking for reference material are frequent.
The board of trustees does
a periodic evaluation of
the staff and services of
the library and are very
pleased at the response
from patrons. The staff is
courteous, knowledgeable
and efficient. They are very
aware that each patron is
very important to the library.
Overall, both the staff and
patrons are delighted with
the expanded space they
have compared to the old
facility. They will continue
to serve as a vital, viable
community center.

Trading Post news
By ALICE WIDNER
Yes, it has been cold but
we’ve missed all the bad
weather to the east, west,
north and south of us. Are
you like me, wondering
if the dead birds falling
from the sky could possibly have been killed by the
tornado that went through
Arkansas? Tornadoes in
December and January?
Hard to believe.
My Dad had a saying,
“If it thunders in January,
it will snow in July.” I think
it was still December the
other day when we heard
thunder.
Queenie heard that thunder in the wee hours of the
morning and came and
jumped in bed with me.
My good neighbor, Bill
Brenner, remembered to
get Queenie a bone for her
Christmas present and she
has been chewing on it ever
since. He usually drops off
some deer ribs, but not bagging a deer this year, he
bought her a bone. I happened to look out the other
day and there she was digging a place in the leaves
beside the Tubbs cabin to
bury it. It reminded me of
the commercial on TV of the
little dog worrying about
the best place to keep his
bone safe, even taking it to
the bank.
January is named for the
Roman god, Janus, who is
represented with two faces,
one looking backwards and
the other looking forward.
I sure hope 2011 is better
than 2010.
They say this past
Christmas season was good
as far as goods purchased.
I wonder how much the

Duckwall’s stores going out
of business had to do with
the increase in sales. I know
I bought more than what
I should have, but saved
money on my purchases in
the long run, buying things
I would need to purchase
in the coming months at a
discount.
On the historical side,
“In 1907, December 3, the
State Banking commissioner
listed 733 state banks and
five trust companies with
total resources and liabilities of $92,518,045.60. Nine
private banks reported
$1,331,337.15. On October
28, 1907, New York Banks,
the central reserve agents of
the country’s banks, refused
to ship currency to their correspondent banks.
Within 90 days after the
financial crisis appeared,
every bank in Kansas was
transacting business. Not a
single bank was lost as a
result of the panic, according to the State Bank
Commissioner…” From the
“Annals of Kansas, 1907,”
page 472.
Did you see the huge ship
built by the Norwegians for
China? I believe it is called
the Emma Maersk. It comes
over with a full cargo, but
goes back empty. Evidently
it was not built for hauling
grain, as that is about all we
export to China.
INDUSTRIES AROUND
KANSAS YEARS AGO;
Fort Scott had a sugar
and syrup company operating in 1909.
There was a broomcorn
warehouse in Wichita in
1908. Kansas was among
the leading producers and
exporters of broomcorn.
They evidently had a

tomato canning factory in
Wabaunsee County in 1910,
as there is a photo of a tomato canning bee using metal
cans.
Sugar beets were grown
near Garden City, Kan., for
the sugar beet factory.
Cutting ice off ponds and
rivers and wood were popular wintertime projects to
make money. Cutting wood
is still a money-making project in this area.
Charters were issued for
27 coal, gas, oil and mining
companies in 1910.
Charters were issued to
19 construction companies
in 1910.
Charters were issued for
three creameries and eight
co-operatives, for 17 gas,
(service) light, water and
power companies and for 22
grain, milling and elevator
companies in 1910.
Livestock, poultry, produce and packing companies showed seven charters issued; railroads had
six charters issued; lumber
companies, 24 charters;
street railway, telephone,
telegraph and transfer companies, 26 charters. The year
1910 looked like a booming
year.
There was a display
of Kansas agricultural
products at the Louisiana
Purchase Exposition in 1904
in St. Louis.
Information came from
the “Annals of Kansas 1886
to 1925.”
I hope the week and the
year ahead are good for you.
God bless.
If you have any new items
for the Trading Post area,
please call Alice Widner at 913352-6441.
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Speaking of resolutions
Don’t know about you,
but the New Year always
gives me a sense I have a
fresh start to get it all together, to complete projects I
began last year, write letters
I didn’t write, see people
I didn’t see and go places
I wanted to go. It may be
wishful thinking, but that’s
the impression I get when
January rolls around.
In the checkout line at
Baker’s, I saw the cover of
“Better Homes and Gardens”
encouraging us to be “Cool,
Calm, and Decluttered: 25
Ways to Pare Down and Get
Organized for a Fresh New
Year.” This is an age-old capitalist tactic. Advertisements
prime us to buy, buy, buy
before and immediately
after Christmas. When the
New Year hits, we’re prodded to pare down, declutter
and start fresh. Of course,
totes and other organizing
paraphernalia are half-price
after the holidays. Hmmm…
coincidence? I think not.
At home, I spend inordinate amounts of time
reviewing my stuff, packing
things away and pushing
boxes around. If I could let
go of letters from 1977, and

By JUDY KINDER

Linn County News Reporter

Happy birthday wishes to
Loreta Kehl and Luke Schull
on Jan. 5, Tatum Schull on
Jan. 7, Michael Swonger on
Jan. 9 and Tom Schull on
Jan. 11.
Happy
anniversary
wishes go to Bill and Eleanor
Davis on Jan. 4.
Matthew and Courtney
Workman and children
Madeline and Carson of
Carthage, Texas, are weeklong guests of W.R. and Julie
Workman.
Dec.
29
guests
of
Al and Rita Kerr were
grandchildren Travis Kerr,
who is a member of the US
Army and stationed at Ft.

Lewis, Washington; Amber
Kerr of Lenexa and Ashley
Kerr of Annika, Iowa.
Steve and Judy Kinder
traveled to Louisburg on
New Year’s Eve where they
joined friends for dinner at
La Mesa Restaurant. Others
in the group included Doug
and Betty Vandergriff and
Robert and Kim Waller of
Cleveland, Mo.; Terry and
Dale Rothwell and Nicole
Patterson of Butler, Mo., and
Kirk Young of Rich Hill Mo.
New Year’s Day dinner
guests of Rosalie Davis
included Gene Cady, Steve
Davis and Janice Stahl.
New
Year’s
Day
afternoon guests of Janice
Stahl included Kent and

Annette Stahl and childrenz
Kale and Luke of Berryton
and Gene Cady of Parker.
The Helping Hands
and Heart Food Pantry
will extend their hours
of
operation
for
the
Parker community and
surrounding
areas.
In
addition to services being
provided each Wednesday
morning from 9-11 a.m.,
the pantry will be open the
second Saturday of each
month beginning Jan. 15
during the same time period.
For
more
information,
contact Lorenza at (913) 8983000.
If you have any news items
for the Parker area, please call
Judy Kinder at 913-898-6465.

Centerville news

By JUDY KINDER

Linn County News Reporter

Those attending the New
Year’s Eve presentation
of “Memories are Made
of This” at the Chestnut
Fine Arts Theatre in Olathe
included Janice Stahl of
Parker, Carlene Brownback,
Joe Bailey and Lavon Chase
of Centerville.
The Centerville Nutrition
Site
will
continue
to
offer entertainment each

would like to take this opportunity to show our appreciation...
Our organization was able to bring Christmas to 192 children and
teenagers across Linn County this season, but we could never have done it
without the help of a long list of businesses and individuals, so...
~ To the Pleasanton Lincoln Library, the
Mound City Library, the La Cygne Library,
PDQ, the Parker Library and Parker One-Stop
for allowing us to place toy collection boxes
within your facilities,
~ To Pump ‘n’ Pete’s, Baker’s Thriftway, Food
Fair, Julie’s Thriftway, PDQ, The Longhorn and
Parker One-Stop for letting us place our
money boxes within your businesses,
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~ To the 6th grade students at Pleasanton Elementary, Scott Michels and Janet Toms for your
fundraising efforts and your shopping expedition,
~ To Ducks Unlimited for allowing us to share in their auction,
~ To Labette Bank, Wade Quarries, The Mound City United Methodist Women,
Dave & Carolyn Epps, Tower Metal Products, The Tax Specialist, the City of
Mound City, Pete’s of Erie, the Iota Iota Chapter #8554 of Beta Sigma Phi, the
Friends of the Parker Library, Mary K. Smith, the Happy Losers, Dr. William J.
Justus, the Faculty of Pleasanton USD #344, the City of Parker, Farmers State
Bank, Howard’s Garage, the Prescott United Methodist Women, and Victor &
Joann Clark for your monetary donations that made this possible...

and high school libraries.
I’ll sort and package these
for local schools and libraries. Then I’ll offer them to
library systems in Kansas
on our courier service or
that want to pick them up at
our library.
In the ongoing process of
improving the library, volunteers are welcome. We’ll
be packing and storing
books temporarily in preparation for removing shelves
and painting walls. We’ll
work on these projects over
long weekends to avoid
closing the library for any
length of time. Paintbrush,
anyone?
This year, my husband’s
resolution is to “have more
fun.” There’s no reason
we can’t accomplish this
at the library, all the while
becoming “Cool, Calm, and
Decluttered.”

Parker news
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~ To Doug and Becky Grant at Cookee’s
Drive-In for allowing us to hold our Cop on
Top fundraiser there,
~ To Steve Vinson and Chip More of the
Pleasanton Police Department for
volunteering to be the Cops on Top,
~ To Russ Morgan for all his help getting
the Toy Run up and going and to all who
participated in that event,

the entire collection of family photos, my life would be
simpler. But that’s not likely
to happen. So organizing
has become second nature.
This comes in handy in
Pleasanton’s small library. I
spend more time there than
at home, so it stands to reason I’d have time to glance
around and determine the
best use of space. It’s likely
little will remain the same,
as we move shelves, tables
and desks to utilize space
most efficiently.
Of course, if we keep
adding books and DVDs to
offer patrons the latest read
by their favorite author,
or the third episode of a
movie series, something has
to give. So we constantly
“weed” our collection. If it
doesn’t get checked out, we
delete it. These materials go
on sale throughout the year
at deep discounts. Unsold
items are donated to organizations that can use them.
Book sale money helps buy
new materials.
We also take donations
of good, used materials to
add to our collection, or sell
to raise funds. So, if you’re
decluttering this spring,
keep us in mind. Our spring
book sale will include hardcover books. Recently several pickup truck loads of
new books were donated.
They’re perfect for middle

Wednesday prior to the noon
luncheon. Musical guests
for the next three weeks will
include: Loris Cook (Jan. 5),
The De Moranvilles (Jan. 12)
and Peter Schumann (Jan.
19). Everyone is invited to
attend the performances;
however, if you plan on
eating, please contact Sherry
(913) 898-2445 to make your
reservations.
Happy birthday wishes
to Reece Walrod and Gary

Armentrout who share their
special day on Jan. 5.
The
Centerville
Community Church will host
the annual Paul Smitheran
Oyster Dinner on Saturday,
Jan. 8, from 5-7 p.m. The
dinner will also offer other
choices and will be held in
the fellowship hall.
If you have any news items
for the Centerville area, please
call Judy Kinder at 913-8986465.

Savings around every corner!

All Christmas decorations are
now 50% off
(including Christmas trees)

Everything else — 25% off
913-795-2289

Mound City, Kan.
8:30 to 5:30 Mon - Sat

